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CALEB AZUKA 

Statement 

HON DAN CADDY (North Metropolitan) [9.57 pm]: I rise tonight to inform the house that the WA Restaurant 
and Catering Awards for Excellence 2021 were held last night. Of the 19 awards that went to establishments in 
the metropolitan area, 12 went to establishments in the North Metropolitan Region, which I represent. This is 
an outstanding achievement. But the main reason I rise tonight is to recognise this year’s winner of the title of 
West Australian Chef of the Year, Mr Caleb Azuka. Chef Caleb’s restaurant, Caleb Restaurant and Bar, is one of 
my local restaurants and, as such, I am extremely fortunate to have eaten there on several occasions. It is no surprise 
to me that Caleb was named Chef of the Year; his food is absolutely exquisite—obviously, or else he would not 
have been so recognised. 

As someone who was told when he came to Perth just five years ago that he would never be accepted here, this is 
an incredible achievement. However, what brings me to my feet tonight to recognise chef Caleb is his personal story. 
Caleb is African–Italian. He learned his art in Italy, much of it in his nonna’s trattoria in Bologna, before moving 
to the United States where he perfected his art and became a renowned TV chef. Why did he then come to Australia? 
Well, there was a Perth girl involved in that, and that is their story to tell! 

But what truly impresses me about Caleb is his desire to make the world a better place. This is something in him 
that he has lived and breathed, both during his time in the United States and now in Australia. Although he has 
been recognised this week for his culinary abilities, it is his humanitarian abilities that impress me even more 
than his food, which I have been lucky enough to enjoy. His regular feeding of homeless people in Perth, his 
work in educating those less fortunate in the art of cooking and general hospitality, and his desire to inspire local 
African youth in the culinary field are just a few examples. Congratulations, Caleb. Being an outstanding chef is 
commendable; being an outstanding human is priceless.  
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